IANDS (International Association of Near Death Studies) Maryland Chapter   
Discussion Topic: UNCONDITIONAL LOVE                                                                 
Excerpts from Betty Eadie=s: The Awakening Heart
p23...long periods of time alone made me begin to turn inward with emotions I could not share or understand. Each morning I awoke, my thoughts were the same. I was homesick for the place that did not exist here on earth, a place that my heart longed for. The sounds and melodies of that heavenly garden where everything glorified God was not reproducible on earth. And I desired more than anything else some small amount of the love that I experienced there, but found that nothing here compared. I now understood why it was important for us to go through the Aveil of forgetting@ when we come to earth...because remembering is so horrifically painful. I so missed the warmth of God=s eternal, unconditional love. To be without it is the way I imagined hell would be.

p39...God is love, in its purest form. His love seeks nothing from us and demands nothing of us. His love is unconditionally given to all who believe in him. To be in his presence and share his love, we must become as he is and learn to love without judgments and conditions. I had not found it easy to love or to be loved before. Love requires an ability to trust, but I had been hurt before by love. I was separated from my family and their love as a child. I was told I was loved at the boarding schools I was sent to, but I was just as often punished and hurt, often in the name of God.

p41...Our love on earth is not as pure or fully developed as God=s love. But each time I recalled his love, the memory of it flowed through me again. I became full, and then I felt the desire to express it by sharing it with others. Our oneness, the part of us that is love, is in our cellular memory; it is present, in all of us. It is the single most healing energy we have.

p43...Unconditional love and knowledge have no boundaries; there is no Ahow@, Awho@, Aif@, or Awhen.@ I had feasted at Jesus=s feet and experienced the boundless, unconditional love of my creator, my God. Knowledge was poured into me unconditionally, and the joy that brought was beyond compare.

p44...God gave me my most glorious opportunity to express my love when our youngest daughter, little Betty, came into our lives, first as a foster child then later as our adopted daughter. She was a gift to me from God, a reminder of the wonders of the spirit world, where I had seen her spirit and immediately recognized our bond. When she was taken from our foster care to be adopted by relatives of the alcoholic parents from whom she had been removed, I prayed for her return. I prayed for the family who had taken her. It was then that she cam back to us, battered by her would-be adoptive parents. As I surrounded her in the healing power of unconditional love, I witnessed the enormous power of God=s love when we pass it on to another person. And every time I looked at her angelic face, I was reminded of God=s love for me, humbled that he had answered my prayers and grateful he had given me his precious spirit to love unconditionally.

p159...When we leave ourselves open to God to learn more about unconditional love, he readily send us the people we need to learn to love without judgment. Sometimes, our existing love is tested just so that we can see how unconditional it is. Put to the test without failure, our spirits expand with greater love, God=s pure love, and it shines brighter within us. 

p77...[As her father was dying]...I loved [my father] so much and I wanted him to be happy and well. I realized that as only one of his ten children, I could bring him just one ray of sunshine, and that reminded me of my Father in heaven, who has more children than can be counted. Not a single one of his children is more important than the others--even though we might think that we are.

From the Bible: Ephesians 3:17-18
AI pray that you...may have power...to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.@
Music of Wm. Bradbury 1862: AJesus love me this I know for the Bible tells me so...@
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